
forward to another 

great year. 

We hope that the 

community will take 

every opportunity to 

visit the school and see 

what it is that makes 

Owens Valley Schools 

the best in the Eastern 

Sierra!   

If at any time you have 

a question about the 

school, please call Mr. 

Hampton at 878-2405. 

Another School year is 

off to a great start in 

Independence. Despite 

some late construction, 

classrooms were ready 

to receive eager stu-

dents.   

A number of new faces 

are on campus this year, 

both students and teach-

ers.  Some of the old 

familiar staff faces are 

missing, such as Mr. 

Steward, who retired 

this summer after 32 

years of teaching and 

coaching  at OV, and 

Char Millard, who 

cooked us so many of 

those delicious lunches 

also retired (again). 

But some new staff are 

here to replace them 

and join the existing 

OV Team.   

Although our numbers 

are small, the Cubs are 

still  a mighty group.  

The school spirit is 

high and everyone 

seems to be looking 

Death Valley Field Trip Planned  

Continuing with OVõs 

program of Field Trips 

to local sites of inter-

est, the entire student 

body will have the 

opportunity to visit 

Scottyõs Castle in the 

Death Valley National 

Park next month. 

Weather permitting, 

students are scheduled 

to visit the historic 

Scottyõs Castle on 

September 18th. 

Should weather prove 

to be too hot, the trip 

will be delayed a week 

or two.  Students and 

chaperones will partici-

pate in  guided tours 

of the castle and ex-

perience the unique 

history of Scottyõs 

Castle, Death Valley 

and its context in the 

history of California. 

Teachers will use the 

studentõs experience 

to make history  come 

alive and use the ex-

perience across the 

curriculum.   

Still to come this fall is 

a trip to Mono Lake to 

experience its unique 

geology and wildlife. 
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The community is 

invited to join par-

ents on September 3, 

for the OV Back to 

School Night and 

BBQ.  This has be-

come an annual 

event to kick the 

school year off.  

Classroom will be 

open and teachers 

available to answer 

any questions you 

may have. 

Back to School in Independence  
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OV Volleyball 

Team to play 

first home 

game 

September 23  

At 4:00 in the 

OV Gym  

 Schedule on Page 3 

Owens Valley 

Invites the 

Community to 

Back-To -

School Night  



After 32 years of teaching at Owens Valley High School, Mr. Steward has retired from teaching.  Content to 

focus on his hay farming, Mr. Steward leaves behind a legacy that spans three decades and generations of stu-

dents. Mr. Steward started teaching at OVHS in 1976.  He started the girlsõ athletic program and coached until 

1997.  From ô97 until his retirement, he was the districtõs athletic director. Students and alumni will fondly 

remember his lectures, Friday current events, maps, and timelines. And athletes will remember his attention to 

detail, commitment to his team, and dedication to OVHS. We all wish him the best in his well earned retire-

ment and we look forward to his possible return at Christmas for the gift exchange in the high school. 

Joe Steward Retires  

Page 2 
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Elementary Classrooms Upgraded  

Elementary classrooms received a serious makeover this summer.  All of the rooms in the elementary wing 

received new ceilings, lighting, paint, and carpet this summer   This project enhances the new air conditioners 

and heating units that were installed last year. 

Thanks to available  bond money approved by the community in 2006, Owens Valley Elementary received a 

much needed renovation over the summer.  With the addition of new air conditioning and heating units last 

year, the district continued to upgrade elementary classroom this summer by lowering the 14 foot ceilings and 

installing T-Bar ceilings and new lighting.  Along with the ceiling came new, more efficient insulation.  The com-

bination of new energy-efficient lighting, lower ceilings, and new insulation will help lower the districtõs utility 

bill, and conserve power. 

 

OVHS is happy to 

have Jessica  Libbee 

Mr. Joe Steward . . . 

A retirement well 

earned 

Jessica Libbee joins High School Staff  

With the retirement of Mr. Steward, the district has hired Miss Jessica Libbee to teach social stud-

ies, PE, math , distance learning and psychology. Miss Libbee graduated from Chico State University, 

where she received a teaching credential and second bachelors in history. She is also a graduate of 

Fresno State University with a Bachelors of Science in animal science . While at Fresno State, she 

worked on the horse unit, working with young horses and volunteered for a handicapped riding 

program which helped abused and disabled children.  She continues to train and show quarter 

horses in her free time. Miss Libbee grew up in Palo Cedro CA, which is a small community outside 

of Redding. 

Jessica Libby joins Harold McDonald, Jim Savage, Colleen Hampton, and Chuck Carson in rounding 

out the teaching staff at Owens Valley High.  

Owens Valley Unified School District is on the Web 
You can find the school calendar, menu, schedule of events, board agendas, 

contact information, school statistics, and much more at our web site.  Visit: 

www.ovusd.org 



Mrs. Gillian Carunchio has joined the elementary staff and is working with 5th and 6th graders on math, sci-

ence and social studies.  Mrs. Carucnio is employed by the Inyo County Superintendent of Schools office and 

has been working for the past couple of years assisting high school students in realizing a high school diploma,  

but is now back with elementary students at Owens Valley.  Mrs. Carunchio graduated from UCSC with an 

English literature major and earned her teaching credential from California State University Hayward.  She and 

her husband moved to Inyo County in 2005.  She enjoys hiking in the mountain and playing with her dogs.  

Mrs. Carunchio is excited to be on the OVUSD team and is looking forward to a wonderful year. 

Two afternoons per week, Mrs. Caruncio offers high-school-aged students assistance with independent study 

and GED completion in Lone Pine.  She joins Debbie Bonnefin, Rose Todd, and Jeri Ennis to round out the 

elementary teaching team. 

The Owens Valley Booster Club is becoming the Owens Valley Parent Teacher Student Organization.  The 

new name is to emphasize the parents and the students together supporting their school with those extra 

things that help make Owens Valley School and Independence a community. The Owens Valley PTSO (formerly 

the Booster Club) is getting ready to launch their annual membership drive.  As in past years, we will be issuing 

membership tickets to students to sell to family, friends, neighbors, and anyone else that is interested in sup-

port the PTSO and the activities that they sponsor. This is one of the PTSOõs major fundraising events of the 

year, so we hope that you participate in your local school and buy a membership.  We are also hopeful that 

many parents and community members will be active in the PTSO, and help get it off to a wonderful start. 

Gillian Carunchio joins Elementary Staff  

Join the Owens Valley PTSO (Formerly Booster Club)  
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Sponsor ads 

available for 

the OV 

Yearbook  Help Support the Owens Valley Yearbook  

The Publications class is involved in our annual yearbook ad sales this month. We will be canvassing Inyo 

County communities for their support in supplementing the final publication cost of our school annual year-

book. We offer a wide range of low-cost color ad space and listings to all community members. If you are in-

terested in leaving a special memory in an exciting time in someoneõs life and would like to show your support 

for the efforts of our publications class and our school annual Winnedumah 2010 Yearbook, you can call the 

school at 878-2405 or drop us an email at ovpublicationsclass@yahoo.com. We will be happy to send you the 

information you need to place an ad or join our sponsorõs list. 

Owens Valley Volleyball  

Fall 2009 Schedule 
 

Date Day Opponent Home/Away Time 

Sept. 23 Tuesday Big Pine Away 5:00 

Sept. 30 Tuesday Immanuel Christian Home 4:00 

Oct. 3 Friday Death Valley Away 4:00 

Oct. 10 Friday Baker Home 4:00 

Oct. 15 Wednesday Lee Vining Away 4:00 

Oct. 17 Friday Baker Away 4:00 

Oct. 21 Tuesday Death Valley Home 4:00 

Oct. 24 Friday Immanuel Christian Away 4:00 

Oct. 28 Tuesday Trona Away 4:00 

 

Go Lady Cubs!!!!! 

Gillian Carunchio at Owens 
Valley Elementary 

mailto:ovpublicationsclass@yahoo.com


Postal Patron  

Independence, CA 93526  

Season flu and colds will persist this year along with the 

H1N1 Virus.  Health organization from the Centers for Dis-

ease Control to our local health officer, Dr. Rick Johnson, 

have recommended the preventative measures to keep 

yourself and your family healthy. Wash your hands, cover 

your coughs, and stay home if you are ill. 

Despite the importance of attending school every day, the 

school and health department are asking that if students are 

sick, that they stay at home until they are not a threat to 

spreading germs to other students (or their teachers).  It is 

important that the whole school community take precau-

tionary steps to prevent a serious outbreak of flu this year. 

Flu and Cold Protection  

Education is for Life 
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